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The General Cemetery.

Tue General Cemetery question which was brought
forward in the Legislative Council on the 13th instant,
has been discassed in another arena, equally noted for
talkativeness and trifling. The members of the City
Council, do not often stumble upon liberal principles ;
and it seems fated, that when any of them do go out of
the usual course, to advocate enlightened and benefi-
cial measures; that they should be leftin the minority.
We were agreeably surprised on Monday to find two
Aldermen and four Councillors act in concert by agi-
tating for a popular advantage, and advise their coad-
jutors to petition the Legislative Assembly to place the
proposed General Cemetery under the controul of the
Gity Corporation; had they succeeded, they would
have gone far towardsehastening into oblivion, those
heart-buming’ and malignant sectarian distinctions :
which at once ai"ﬁ"lict, éa.'nd disgrace the colony.

The obje'czid;x on tjx’e part of Mr. Fisher, against the
motion of Aldermen-Wilshire and Macdermott ; which
seemed most to bias'the besotted majority, was worthy
of a’ common” Councillor :—the remark does not ap-
pear in the papers, but he declared that as hitherto the
Council had‘ done little or nothing, it was inexpedient
for tken t_ﬁ_ undertake such a task, until they had
worked througn tlie'business on hand. A truly ortho-
dox reasoner is Mr.'F.— we’ve Jdone nogood hitherto,
and therefore we ought not to begin now, until we have
cleared away the accumulated rubbish, that has been
generated in the skulls, (not brains) of the Corporate
body. Asa matter of course the motion failed, and
the six members will perhaps comprehend, for the fu-
ture, that the advancement of a popular benefit is work
for some other institution.

‘We cannot determine whether the conduct of those
who would raise difficulties, or permit them to remain,
in the way of a project of this nature;is most contemp-
tible or c1iminal, it savours strongly of both—nothing
short of idiocy, detestable hypocrisy, or villainons ava-
rice could enable men to listen unmoved, to the harrow-
ing account of the Spa Fields burial ground, which we
extract from a London paper; and will be'foand in ano-
ther column, and which will incontestably prove how
essential a Genéral Ce:mnctery is to every great city.

It is full time that the attempts to perpetrate secta-
rian differences should be crushed in the bud—they
are totally at variance with the spirit of tiae day, and
the liberal standing of our colonial institutions. The
eurse of religious distinc'ions; begotten in tyranny,
and reared in vice and pride, received its death blow
inthe Church Act; and the expiring throes which
those bigots, who from either the love of pelf; or the
raving s of idioey, are still making. to prolong its bane-
ful existence; ought and must sooner or later receive
its coup de grace by the adoption of Dr. Lang’s
ideas.

We regret greatly the loss of the motion adverted to,
other corporate bodies, in other lands, afford a well
tried precedent for the (‘emetery being placed, under
the contronl of the Corporation ; but here especially it
was much needed; as it would at cnce take the ground
from under the faction, who do the dirty woik of a
grasping priesthood ; whose love of filthy luere con-
ducts their insatiable cravings, even to the brink of the
grave :— to whom the herlth of the living, the feelings
of the bereaved, and the repose of the departed: seem
alike indifferent: provided that they may engross in
their hands, the profits and the influence, which an ex-
clusive predominance in the Cemetery, would confer
aipon them.
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- NEW ZEALAND.

The barque British Sovereign, arrived on Wednes-
day, having left the Bay of Islands on the 6th instant.
Her fonly intelligence is bringing an, apparent, con-
firmation of the unfitness of the ** Stand-off-the-Grass
Hero,” for the duty he has been employed on, and
which he appears to have with great candour and in-
genuity acknowledged, by proceeding with the major
paxt of his staff ts Auckland, to consult Governor Iitz-
roy, and being evidently a man fond of extremes, has
resolved to shew his love for the climax of absurdity by
he—himself, a military man,—going to consult a naval
officer on land operations! It is rumoured that the
British Sovereign will forthwith return to New Zea-
land with 300 men: and itis to be hoped that with
them will be sent some experienced officer, who will
prevent the exertions and courage of our troops being
rewarded with mockery and death. Colonel Despard’s |-
recal would be of infinite conseguence— his best field
of batile is the George-street Barrack-square, and his
enemies the nursemsids and goats.—Shakespeare’s
advice eminently applies to him—‘* Let kim play the
fool no where but in his own house.

There had been, since the last advices no collision
between the natives and our troops; who were still en-
camped at Waimate.

H. M. S. North Star arrived at the Bay, on the 31st
nltimo, and relieved H. M. S. Hazard, which then went
on to Auckland.

———
The City Council.

MeT on Monday.

Mr. Ryan intimated to the Council that if the Ar-
gyle-street cut, was continued at its present width pri-
vate property would be enicroached on, and this cué di-
rect on houses, would subject the Corporation to a cut
oblique before the Supreme Court.

The City Solicitor having forwarded the draft of the
new Building Act, Alderman Wilshire stating that it
was necessary no time should belost ia its presentation
to the Legislative Council, and as the Council were al-
ways known to be a slow going body moved the sus-
pension of their standing order, and they should at once
si¢ upon it, which being agreed to, the bill was approv-
ed of, and a deputation appointed to present it to Mr.
Wentworth, who was to introduce it to the Legislative
Council.

Alderman Wilshire moved the appointment of a
commitiee to prepare an address o the Legislature
praying that the proposed Cemetery should be vested
in the Corporation as is the ¢i-stom in England, France,
Scotland, and America : that it should be open to per-
gons of all religious persnasions, and that the fees for
the construction of vaults, erection of tomb-stones, and
costs of interments, should be payable to the Council,
for the benefit of the City.

Alderman M‘Dermott seconded the motion, and al-
Inded to the state of the present burial ground, which
was perfectly disgracefal, when it was considered the
enermous fees that were exacted, 30s. for space oceu-
pied by each corpse, asalso a fee for opening the ground
another for mason work to the surface, another for
riiling, and in fact so many additional ones, that he

ed, as would pay for the keeping up ofthe cemetery —
and by this being vested in the city, do away with the
stain on it, that the body of a pai.per couldnot be ad-
mitied, unless some charitable peoplesubscribed to pay
for it.

Mr. Fisher opposed the motion, stating that his
sense did not allow him to perceive how the corpora-
tion could have the ground us it was out of the City
bounds.

Alderman M‘Dermott shewed under the fi-st clause
of the- Corporation Act, the council could have power
over such a property.

Mr. Fisher then continued {hat a burying ground
out of the city, would not be secure for the diad, aud
he for one, considering he might be more valuable afier
death than he was now, should not like his corpse to
be stolen

On a division, the motion was lost by a majority of
seven.

The Council then went into Committee fo consider
the By-law regulating the proceeding for the election
of Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors, on which a long
discussicn arose as to whether, as the Council was not
worth an opinion of its own, besides not able to furm
one, the City Solicitor should be called in and asked
Lis, which being moved was lost—an adjournment be-
ing moved and seconded.

Alderman Wilshire said if they did not like Lis By-
iaws, he’d never give them any more, and that the
Council were regulariy burking them.

M- . Fisher then said that so they cught {0 be buik-
ed.
Great confusion now prevailed, and the Mayor was
about half an hour before he could get order, although
every body was calling for it, and when this was ob-
tained, the Council began the By-laws again at the be-
ginning, and it was proposed that the whole code should
be rejected, with the exception that the election for
Mayor, should be in the Town Hall, which as every
one hoped to hold that office sooner or later, was uua-
nimously agreed to.

On the motion for rejection being put it was lost, and
another long squabble ensued, at the conclusion of
which, the rejection of the next clause was put and
carried.

An adjournment was then proposed, and it being
half-past six, tea and dinner time, carried.

InQuesT.—An inguest was held on Friday, at Dri-
vor’s, Elizabeth-street, on the body of John Scymuore,
better known as Jack the Painter, whose sudden death
we report in another column, when testimony was ad-
adduced that the deceased had been during the last six
months, scarcely ever sober, and that he was subject
to fits which often occnrred three or four timesin a
week, and that shortly after coming on Thursday mor-
ning, to the lime-kiln, he was attacked with one, in the
paroxism of which he fell into the water, and on being
got out he was seized with a recurrence of them, in one
of which he expired. Dr. Silver deposed that death
had been occasioned by apoplexy, originating from ha-
bits of intemperance, and satisfactorily expluined the
bruises and contusions appearing about the deceased’s
head and face, as having been caused by his coming in-
to contact with some logs of wood lying at the Lime-
kiln, when struggling aboutin his fits—the Jury re-
turned a finding of Natural Death.

An inquest was held at Entwistle’s, Masonic IIall,
York-street, touching the death of Bernard 11ill, Bands
man of the 99th regiment, then lying dead in the RMili-
tary Barracks. It appeared thatthe deceased had been
for some time past afllicted with a disease of the heart,
for which he was in the habit of taking Morphia, and
was observed to take a dose of this medicine on T'hurs-
day evening. On the following morning, his mother
on going to his bed perceived his legs uncovered, and
on furiher examination found him to be perfectly in-
sensible. The surgeon of the regiment was then called
in, and the usual remedies were employed, but withont
success, as the deceased expired n the course of the
afternoon, and a post morter examination being m.de,
and the contents of the stomach tested, it was at once
evident the decvased had taken an over-dose of this
powerful drug—and a finding in accordance was re-
turned.

MavLinGg axp WebDGING.—A man named Wm.
Bray was, on Monday, brought bcfore the Police
Court, charged with stealing a quantity of quarrying
tools, the property of a person named Agnew. Itap-
peared that the prosecutor having purchased about a
week ago, several mauls aud wedges, from Mr. Stewart,

should prefer livingto dying just now; he wished (o
see an assimilation of fees and such, enly to be exne'-

of the Woolpack, ou Brickfield-hill, left them there fuc
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the purpose of executing some work he had to perform
cn the premises, but found on his proceeding thither,
to cominence it, that some industrious person had been
before him, and wedged the tools out of the way. A
search was then made among the marine store shops,
and at the repository of a person named Lockwood,
who keeps a general depot, near the Hay-market, for
every thing from anchors to decanter stoppers, two of
the mauls were found, and he taken into custody, but
not fancying the mauling he might be subjected to for
having stolen property in his possession, stated that he
had bought them of one of Mr. Stewart’s servants, who
tmned out to be the prisoner, and who was conse-
quently, on this, his master’s and Agnew’s testimony
committed for trial.

Five Dock SteerLE CHase.—The report of these
races was kept back last week for the purpose of en-
quiring into the truth and justness of several complaints
which had reached us of a dagrant imposition having
been practised, and which has been found to be per-
fectly well grounded. The complaint is that on the vi-
sitors to the races arriving at the paddock where they
were held, certain rates were demanded for the ad-
mission of carriages, cabs, and saddle horses, which
were exceedingly high, and asin none of the adver-
tisements announcing the races, was one word about
fees for admission ever mentioned, consequently this
taxation on amusement, was, to say the least, most
artfully contrived and speciously exacted, and the
whole affair bears a very near resemblance to a job,
and it becomes reasorable to infer that the object of
the races was not to incite such a competition as
would tend to improve the breed of colonial stud, but
to put money in the pockets of the proprietors of the
course, and for whose benefit alone this disgraceful
trickery seems to have been practised. —Of the steeple
chases, they were lamentable exibitions, the equestrians,
with onejor two exceptions, being immeasurably below
the ability of the Cockney apprentice sporting, on his
borrowed knacker, at an Easter Monday Epping Hunt.
The spills were innumerable: pitch and toss was a
favorite game, and had not some of the riders possessed
-afads which were rather harder than the ground,

e Parramatta Coroner would have netted a consi-
derable sum. The fact is, the colony is too young yet
for such masterly exhibitions of equestrianism as stee-
ple chases, and consequently such English sportsmen
as know what sort of thing itis in old England and
Ireland did not engage in it, but left it to those insane
nobodies who fancying they knew all, yet knew nothing,
and had the pleasure of seeing whose gross presump-
tion rewarded by their frequent grovellings in the mud.
The following is the acccunt of the heats :—1st day—
Harkaway Stakes—3 miles, 9 leaps, Mr. Cooper
Tuarner’s Floder. Hurry Skurry Race—3 miles, 9
suff leaps, Mr. Boyd’s Highflyer.——2nd day-—
Beaten Stakes, won by Mr. Argent’s Rodney, and the
Hack Stakes by Oily Gammon. The attendance was
not very good, owing partly to several partiés on arriving
at the gate, and finding they had to pay toll, ¢old oif
and returned to town.

Suppen Deata.—On Thursday morning, a well-
known character named Jack the Painter, and who is
seldom if ever, in a state of sobriety, went to the lime-
kilns, at the bottom of Liverpool-street, and complain-
ing of being cold and unwell, lay himself down in such
a manner as to obtain the heat from them. On the
lime-burners going to dinner at one o’clock, one of
them perceiving him to be asleep, laid something under
his head, and on their returning at two o’clock, Jack
was discovered to be dead. As there was some marks
of viclence about the head—an inquest will be held.

Tue Toearer.—On Monday evening Weber’s un-
rivalled Opera of “ Der Frieschutz,” or rather a vile
1epresentation of it, was brought out at the Victoria
Theatre. We confess that curiosity, rather than the
expectation of secing anything respectable in the ex-
hibition prevailed upon us to visit the Theatre, feeling
by no means sanguine that the capacity of the artists
selected were adapted to the peculiar line in which

they were cast. The opening scene went off passably,
and almost persuaded us to anticipate that the perform-
ance would be sustained with greater spirit, than we
found in the sequel to berealized. The succeeding
scenes, however. flagged muserably,—the actors being
contemptibly jineflicient in point of those peculiar talents
requisite in an opera of this description.—The fault
ies not so much in the perforwmers, as in the manage-

ment, whose intense stupidity impels them to thurst
good actors into parts wholly at variance with the cast
in which they are qualified to excite admiration. We
cannot but wish that such men as Wyatt were pro-
hibited from interfering with the drama. The selec-
(ion of this opera evinces the utmost misappreciation
of the capabilities of the company : the costumes were
ill-suited to the piece, and must have been picked up
promiscuously in the wardrobe. Zamell’s dress was
monstrously outre; we might expect better taste ina
barn. The idea of making Weber’s fiend, a black
bearded, tin faced, melodramic devil, is abominable.
We imagine that an efficient corps of clacquers were
in attendance, for the piece was occasionally applauded
notwithstanding its glaring failure, and even ventured
again upon the public.—The after Piece, wkich de-
pended almost wholly upon Griffith, was scarcely worth
remark.

IxQuEsT.—An Inquest was held at Board’s public
Louse, corner of Clarence and Market Streets, on the
body of a man named Smith, who, it appeared, was
another victim 1o the baneful effects of intemperance.
The evidence adduced proved that the deceased com-
menced drinking on the previous week, and continued
doing so until the Sunday, during the whole of which
time he had never eaten anything. On Monday he
took to his bed, and although the persons with whom
he lodged know he wasill, and wished to get him me-
decal advice, he refused having any, and insisted a Dr.
should mot be called in, and expired about 4 o’clock
on Tuesday morning.

A Beast.—A free man named Alexander Stark
was, on Monday, committed for trial, for a rape com-
mitted on o girl of about ten years of age, namad Ca-
roline Watson. The evidence, which fully established
the offence, was, as its details were of a revolting de-
scription, taken in the private room.

o

Tahiti.

By Sandwich Island Papers, we learn that Pomarc
still remains at Raitea, awating the reply of the mani-
festo she had sent to the King of the French, the re-
ceipt of which will decide her on what step to take.
Her relatives and a large number of friendly chiefs
were with her.

The natives still continued in arms, and refused to
obey French authority, and although there had been
no serious outbreak, yet there was some slight stir ap-
parent among them, in consequence of a petty chief,
named Tarria, having, after declaring for the French,
been afforded a fort and blockhouse.

The French Governor and the Chief Parada having
officially announced the termination of the siege on the
12th of May, the Police regulations are less stringent.
All crimes are now tried by Court Martial, and iive

alone had aright te, and by way of equivalent, making
him an addition to the numerous head of korned stock,
he removed his better-half to Melbourne, whither the
defendant on a plea of “important private business”’
shortly afterwards proceeded. Y'he husband followed,
and on enguiry at the hotel where his partne: was stay-
ing, got such information as to the visits of a female,
as induced him to keep a watch, and finally succeeded
in catching the pair of them in a very peculiar situ-
ation. -

An instance has occurred of a ““ man of letters’ not
being a literary character ; asthe Post-man employed
to carry ihe letters from Fiery Creek to Port Fairy, is
unable to read ; the consequence of which is that he
often passes the doors of persous for whom lhe has let-
ters, and conveys them about 80 miles away.

An inhabitant of Melbourne has lately commenced
manufacturing horse hair seating for sofas, &c.. 'The
article manufactured is superior to that produced in
England, as the greater portion of that is made of
whalebone, whilst this article is woven with horse hair
in a black thiead web. It is being worked in pieces
of 18 to 21 inches wide, and sells rapidly at from 4s. to
7s. a-yard.

Our readers may recollect a case of gross depravity,
reported some time since, in the seduction of a child
named Ellerby, by the master of a vessel, for which he
was committec for trial —but acquitted in consequence
of it appearing that the mother wasin the habit of
living upon her child’s prostitution. The following
relative to this monster in human shape, appears in the
“ Patriot ” ;:—

HorrieLE DEPRAVITY.—We were never more dis-
gusted than on Saturday night last, at witnessing, in
the vicimty of the Theatre, that wretched woman El-
lerby, with her two daughters, one about 13, and the
other about 11 years of age, Zawking them, as it ap-
peared to us.

The amount appearing on the Estimates for 1846,
for expenditure in the province during that year, on
public works is £12,384 5s.

o-

Portland Bay.

Tue Asporicines.—Intelligence has reached town
of another desperate murder committed by the blacks
at a place called Crocker Swamp, in the Portland Bay
District, in the early part of last month. The victim
in this case was a decent man of the name of William
Brown, who was assailed by the treacherous savages
when perfectly unconscious” of being in their vicinity,
and disabled before he had time to take measures in
his own defence, though armed wrth a loaded double-
barrelled gun.  The body of the deceased was stripped
of its clothing, and the gun carried off was found by a
companion of the deceased, shortly after the catastro-
phe occurred, who, on running to give the alarm, found
the blacks in the act of driving off the sheep, but being
armed only with a carbine, while his late comrade’s
loaded gun was presented athim by one of the savages,
he was under the necessity of keeping his distance un-
til he could obtain assistance. Four hundred sheep
were driven off, but a_close pursuit being instituted
they were all recovered buttwelve, as was also the gun
which had beionged to the deceased; his murderer
who had decked himself out in the unfortunate man’s

persons supposed to be convicts escaped from this co- |
lony, had been found guilty of burglary. The French
troops, by means of the batteries, acknowledged
Queen’s Victoria’s birth day.

Provisions were very scarce.

0

Port Phillip.

The late papers 1eceived from this province are’
principally occupied with a trial before the Supreme
Court, between a_settler named Spror, and Captain
TFyans, the C.C. L., for Portland, for dispossessing the
former of a cattle-run, and removing his stock; the
damages were laid at £1000. The case had already
occupied the court four days and was likely to last two |
or three more, and as the decision would settle the!
point whether the Commissioners are ar are not|

'

ting great interest amongst the pastoral gentry. I
'The first action for Crim Con, ever tried in the pro-
vince, was likely to shortly come off. The Plaintiff

and the former finding out that the latter, besides being

in such portion of his property as he considered he

to be perfect Autrocrats in their Districts, it was exci- |

and Defendant wese squatters in the Western District,

a partner in the station, wished to be a sleeping partner .

elothes, comri_ved to make his escape, leaving the gun
in the possession of one of the loubras.—‘* Melbonrne
Caurier.””

00—

Geelong

The following sootable advertisement appears in the

“last No. of the “ Geclong Advertiser :"'—

CHIMNEY SWEEP.

WrLriax M‘Doxacp, Chimney-sweep has just arrived
from Sydney, and is ready to receive orders for the
cleaning of Chimneys in a professional manner.

As William M*‘Donald has arrived here,

He sweeps your Chimneys clean, and not too dear;

Puts out Chimneys when on Fre,

And cleans Smoke-jacks at your desire.

The attention of the publicis drawn to the Act of
Council, which forbids them to set their chimnevs on
fire, when their is a professional sweep in the town.

This man, though a sweep, seems to know the trutk
of the follewing lines : —

If you wish in the world to rise,
Take in a newspaper and advertise.
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country News.

MAITLAND.

A fresh candidate had offered himself for the repre-
centation of the Northumberland ‘Boroughs; in the
person of the late Insolvent Town Clerk, of Sydney,
Mr. Charles Henry Chambers. It is almost impussi-
ble for the power of Limpudence to go farther, z.md al-
though it is natural to expct to find strange doings in
an Attorney, we are even now half inclined to believe
it to be a hoax, and that some wag has been endea-
vouring to supersede nature by art, by making the littie
man more ridiculo:s than he evenis. If, however, it
be true, and the would-be M. C. follows up his idiocy
by the downiight insanity of guing to the Poll, there
will be something like a guod contest, more particular-
ly if the repurt be true that a requisition has been for-
warded to Mr. Robert Fitzgerald, inviting him to ¢come
forward, and he complies with it.

The prisoners of the Crown who distinguished them-
gelves by their exertions at the late fire, have peen re-
warded by ihe Government, by recommending the al-
lowance to such of them as held Tickets-of-Leave, of
Conditional Pardons; and granting a prisoner attached
to the Stockade, a Ticket-of-Leave.

NEWCASTLE.

The Steamers having raised their prices, the coastine
vessels were receiving the benefit, as their ¢harge for
passage to Sydney is only five shillings. .

"Private Distillation is rumoured to be carried on to
a considerable extent iu the District:

The Hooping Cough is very prevalent in the Distriet,
but fortunately the -disease is of a very mild cha-
racter.

SINGLETON

A very daring attempt at burglary ‘was lately made,
on the premises of Mr. Lesley, a Chiemist and Drug-
gist, in this township, by a discharged servant named
Duffy. It appears that this youth having subjected
a back window of the house to the Cathartic process,
then ovened the front ‘doors, so that in the event of
being sarprised whilst he was purging the premises, he
could easily escape, and having coutrived to get a bunch
of keys out of the pucket ofa person who was in charge
of the house, while he was asleep in a room adjoning
the shop, opened a chest, but making a noise in getting
something out of it, the sleeper was awakened, aud
Dufley seized held of. A violent struggle ensued, and
had not some of the neighbours who had bern alarmed
promptly atrived, and rendered their aid in securing
the burglar, he would have got away. Amongst the
articles found packed up for removal, it is worthy of
remark. there were no medicines; the thief donbtess,
thinking that if he had taken them they would have
operated their own punishment.

WINDSOR.

SuppeN AND MELANCHOLY DeaT.—With sorrow
we announce the death of Mr. J. R. Templer, of Den-
ham Park, near Penrith, on Wednesday night, the 13tu
instant, while returning home from attending a pany
given by Edward Cox, Esq., of Mulgoa. It is sup-
posed that the deceased, while riding quickly along.
came in contact with & branch of a large tree which
overhangs the road, about two miles from Penrith, anu
that, consequently. his death was instantaneous. The
horse returned homewards, and the family observing
him without his master, immediately went in search,
and found him lying on the road quite lifeless.

We understand that three or four individuals have
been killed in a similar manner at the same place,—
and it is rather surprising that none of their relatives
have caused the removal of the fatal branch '—¢Haw-
kesbury Courier.”

GOULBURN.

‘Since our last, the following particulars relative to
the escape which it will be atonce per-eived w.s
miost artfully and unfortynately tooeffici n:ly contrived,
from the new Gaol, of Biddle, the notoriot.s Mail Rob-
ber, and a man named Phillips, under committal for
stealing sheep-skins from Mr. Bradley, M. C —have
reached us.

It seems that these men were confined in a dou'le
¢ell on the first floor of the building, and at sunrise on
the moruing of Sunday week, the turnkey’s wife hap-
pening to pass by the side of it, discovered a large
opening in the wall, and on the ground beneath, a larg:
and strong gimblet, au inch and a-quarter mortice iron,
a razor, the blade of a pocket knife, and a half-burm
candie, and on the cell dour being opeuned, the gaol-
birds were found to have flown either at a late hour on
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‘the previous night, or at an early one of the morning.
The mode by which escape had been attained was now
visible, the gimblet had been employed to bore two se-
| ries of hwoles, ona level with the floor, cluse to oue
another, in the strong wood lining of the cell, so' what
the piece could at once be removed, and the mortice
iron was then used to take out the bricks from the
will, which from its thickness, and the sinallness of the
tool with which they woiked, the labour must have

the bricks removed vy them, and which they drew into
the cell to prevent the noise that would I ave been ve-
casioned by their falling outside, were whole, the great-
er portion of them were broken, into small pieces. The
apertwie made, they reached the g.ouud, a depth of
ibort twelve feet, by a rope they had formed out of
their blankets,

By what means these tools had been gotinto the
gol, is at present a mystery; one conjeciure is that
they were procured through an air hole at the top of
the cell, and which runs through the wall, but as this
tperture is very staall, and the thickness of the wall
tbove two feet, it is not likely they could easily force
the inflexible kiud of rope they had wove out of the
blanket, through it, but it is just feasible that Phillips,
the smaller man of the two, got upon Biddle’s shoui-
ders, so as to reach the opening, and as it is consider-
ahly wider in the inside of the cell, than on the outside
sfthe wall, he was enabled to force himself so far into
it asto have the power of thrusting the roj ¢ throngh
the grating, to some persons vutside, who affoyded them
the tools used for their flight.

The most cleverly contrived portion of their plan,
was getting Chief Constable Hunt, and an active turn-
key, out of the way, which was sncceeded in by Biddle
siving him information as to the hauns of some o. the
bushrangers, who have bcen so long levying contribu-
tions in the district, and the localit es of where large
portions of ““swag’’ would be recovered,-and on which
wild-goose chase, for it is absurd to suppose there was
awy truth in tuis information—these two officers started
three days before the escape touk place; noiwith-
standing this admirable ruse, the plan was near being
frustrated by the intention of removing Phillips to
to Berrima on the Saturday morning, but this he man-
1ged to evade, by acquainting the turnkey who waited
on him to inform him that his carriage was ready, that
ae was dreadfully ill and unable to remove, and refer-
ring to Dr Waugh, as a person vho had attended him
some two years previously, and that gentleman certi-
tying that he hd been unwell at the period named, it
was resolved to allow him to remain for another day or
twe.

There has undoubtedly been some gross negligence
in the case, for on the cell being closely examined, it
was evident the removal of the boards and bricks had
been some days labonr, and that the gimblet holes
were plastered with bread, and the cell bucket had
been always placed before where the hole was, to con-
ceal their work on any person entering the cell, and
which if the common caution which vught to have
heen used, had been excreised, this escape would never
have ocenrred.

All Goulburn was naturally in a commotion, and the
Police, Mounted and Foot, have been sent out in all
directions. The last accounts that have been gathered
uf these Australian Jack Sheppards, is that Phi fips
with his brother fugitive, went home to his wife, stop-
ped a short time, and then moumting saddle horses
which were 1n readiness for them, were soon * over
the Hills and far away.” .

This latter fact of the ready saddled horses, proves
that the escape was premeditated and planned, but
where—perhaps m the GaoL?

(M

Legislative Council.
Tuunrspay, AveusT 21.
The Bill Consolidating the laws relative to Coin was
read a third time and passed. -
The Council went into a Committee of supply, and
the following Estimates were passed

Establishment of his Excellency the Go-

vernor - - - - - -62018 9
Legislative Couneil - - - - 3452 5 0
Floating Light at Port Jackson - -552 17 6
Light House, South Head - - -490 16 3
Harbows Depariment, Neweastle - <200 0 O
Diito, Port Macquarie - - - -196 9 7
Ditto, Moreton Bay - . - -282 2 6
Colunial Storekeeper - - - -804 711
Port Master’s Department - - 1167 18 9

The Impounding and Census Bill were read a first
titne. o a o i :
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heen by no means inconsiderable, as although some of |
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Fripay, Avcust 22.

Dr Lang presented a petition from John Ray, a
carpenter, of Sydnev, complaining - that evidence- he
gave before the Puble Works Committee of last Session
had been omitted in the jrinted Report, and praying
that as the Colonial Architeet’s department had given:
great dissatisfaction by not throwing the work to be
performed by it open to public competition, the Coun-
cil woule direct such to be in future pursued.

Mr. Robinson presented a petition from a number
of ship-owners, and masters, complaining of the incon-
venience of the Water Police Bench being at the Po-
lice Office in George-street, and praying that it might
be removed to the Custom House.

Dr. Lang moved an address to the Governor for a
copy of sume correspondence that had taken place re-
lative to the falsification of some School Returns at the
Paterson, by the minister there, in his voluntary zeal
to convict ministers of another religion, of error, and in
which he had gone out of his way to place himself in-
the position of a common Informer.

The Colonial Secretary admitted the case, and that
the school-masters who had led to the deception had
been dismissed, and as the clergyman had not been
actuated by a wilful desire to mislead, but was himself
imposed on, wished Dr. L. to withdraw his motion—
which was complied with.

Mr. Lewe brought in a bill for regulating the sale
and delivery of coals, in the City of Sydney. The
hill was on the same principle as the Act in force in
London, and in the course of some remarks made on
the bill, the beneficial principles of which were unan-
imously admitted ; reference being made to the mono-
poly in this article enjoyed by the A, A. Company, by.
virtue of their Charter, and that the Government were
bound in good faith to support it, it was maintained
that they had no power to grant such a Charter, and
that it was altogether unconstitutional.

The Bill was then read a first time.

Dr. Nicholson moved for a Select Committee to en-
quire and report the best means of promoting Immi-
gration—which was granted.

" Rills to andit the Public Accounts, and to amend the
Licensing Act, were severally brought in, and read a
iirst time.

The punishment of Death in cases of Forgery Bill,
was read a second time. -

Tuespav, Ave. 26.

Mr. Wentworth presented a petition from Captain
Russell praying for leave to introduce a bill authorising
the erection of a bridge over the Nepean.

Dr. Nicholson and Mr. Robinson presented petitions
from Meibourne, praying that a sum of money might
be put on the Estimates, for the formation of a Botanic
Garden.

Mr. Cowperintroduced a bill which was read a first
time, fcr amanding the law relative to auctioneers, and
the collection of Auction Daties, and the bill was sub-
sequently referred to a selvct committee,

The petition of the parties engaged in the coasting
trade, complaining of certain regulations, pressing with
peculiar severity on that budy, was taken into consi-
deration.  ‘The evils complained of were the payment
of certain fees to the Harbout Master’s department, for
services which were never performed. The heavy
amount of the clearance fee, and the regulation that
coasters coming into harbour after sunset, must anchor
below Pinchgut, by which cargoes of gramn weie liable
to become heated and destroyed, and colliers often lost
a trip. S

The Colonial Secretary expressed the willingness of

-the Government to make any:alterations that might be

desired, and promised to suppozt any bill that might
be introduced for sucn purpose.

Mr. Wentworth produced au account of the expenses
and receipts of the Will Watch, coastar, by which it
appeared that the profit to the owner was only £6 13s.
4d. a trip, and when it was considered that it was im-
possible to insure these vessels—it became necessary
to lower these objectionable imposts, which wera on
each trip 15s., in order that the owner might have s
fair profit to cover his risk—~hesides the weax sud the
tear,

Dr. Lang moved that an address be presented ta tha
Governor, praying that a sum shall be placed on the
Kstimates for the commencement of a geological sur-
ves. The matter was important both for science and
general utility, and with respect to the former object,
neit er the Home or Colonial Government had done
anything cieditable, and with reference to the latterwe
the advantages,derivable,were most inportant which the,
Speuker at considerable length entered into, and ad-
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verted to the fact that the U. S. Goverhiment had voted,
money for the object now advocated, and disclaimed
being actuated by any personal motive in bringing this
forward, as he had no friend distinguished in these
parsuits, whom he might be suspected of wishing to
push forward ; he would however, allude to the exer-
tions of one Reverend gentleman, who had eminently
distinguished himseif in Geologicsl pursuits, (the
Reverend Mr. Clarke, of Parramatta). It mattered
not who might be appointed 1o the task, he should not
ask their Creed or Communion, but their fitness. The
sum he should ask for would only be £500, or £250,
and the enquiry might at first comprise only the county
of Cumberland.

Mr. Robinson seconded the motion.

Dr. Nicholson considered that Dr. Lang had omit-
ted one important advantage connected with the subject,
the adaptation of the country for military purposes.

Dr. Bland considered the survey as most important,
as by it many resources now unknown would be de-
veloped, and wool now looked upon as the chief export,
would, from more valuable vzes being discovered, be-
come a third rate.

Tne Colonial Secretary said it pained him that he
could not support the motion, as he must sacrifice his
inclinations to his public duty, as immense demands
were made on the revenue for repair of the roads and
public improvements absolulely required —the money
could not be spared for the object in question.

Mr. Windeyer should vote for the  Government, as
the benefit that might be derived from the discovery of
gold or coal mines, would go to enrich the Land Fand,
over which the colony had no conirol,

Mr. Lowe spoke to a similar purport.

Dr. Lang replied—and on a division, the motion was
lost by a majority of 15 to 10.

Mr. Murray moved for a select commitee to enquire
into the best moude of preventing the sale of stolen wool,
and other country produce, to traders and merchants;
he had no wish to cast any imputation on the Sydney
merchants as a body, but the custom that had sprung
up of sending persons to a distance, to make purchases
on the roads, held out temptations to servants and car-
riers, from the facility afforded for selling, to act frau-
dulently, and in two cascs, several bales of wool had
been stolen, and found their way into a merchant’s
store who refused to compensate their owner, and it
was such facilities as led Lynch to commit murder
after murder, .as he readily disposed of the property
stolen from the drays under the charge of them he mur-
dered.

Mr. Lamb defended the Sydney merchants, and con-
sidered a bill might just as well be brought in to pre-
vent the disposal of tea and sugar, stolen from mer-
chants, to peoplie in the country; the laws were al-
ready sufficiently stringent, and Le was averse to over-
legislation.

Mr. Wentworth said the evil - was a growing one, and
besides the disgraceful plan of agents and scouts being
sent out to public houses, who bought wool without
asking how it was obtained ; a practice had been ac-
quired by means of a wire, of weeding the bales, by
which 20 or 30lbs. were abstracted —and thought it
would be expedient to prevent wool being sold on the
roads, but only at some market overt.

Mr. Robinson suggested that no publican should be
allowed to pr.rehase wool.

The Attorney-General gave testimony of the daily in-
crease of the evil. .

Dr. Lang said in Virginia, tobacco was only allowed
to be suld in one place—which might be done here
with ®ool.

The Committee was then voted.

Mr. Gowper moved fur a copy of the correspondence
between the Governor and Secr: tary of State, relating
to the propiiety of elective seats being held by Govern-
ment officers.

A long and sharp debate ensued—the Celonial Se-

.cretary opposing the production of the papers, as it was
private correspondence. :

;. Mr. Wentworth considéred if there was nothing ub-
jectionable in the Jetters, there was no reason why they
~bould be withheld.—The motion was carried by a
wajority of 14 to 9.

Mr. Windeyer moved a vote of censure on {he Ex-

_cutive, in taking from the general Revenue of tie co-
lony, to pay rewards fur discoverv of [llicit Distillation

" larger sum than was appropriated by the Act of

o fsouncil ; this was a vital infringement on the Constitn-
t.onal-Act, and though the necessity which haa led the
4sovernment to adupt the course compiained of was
4 1eat, they should have asked for a bill of indemnuity,
w bich would have been readily granted, .

THE STAR.

The Colonial Secretary justified the course pursued,
and entered into an explanation of the circumstances,
and was willing to make every possible concession to
the House, in the hope that the business of the Session
would proceed in harmony. .

Mr. Robinson considered the Government were jus-
tified by precedent ir what they had done.

Dr. Lang, Mr. Lowe, Dr. Bland, and Mr. B'owman,
spoke in favour of the motion, and the Audxtor-qe-
neral and Colonial Treasurer againstit. Mr. Win-
deyer having replied, and charged Mr. Robinson with
being bought by the Government, the vote passed by a
majority of 14 to 9.

WepNEsDAY, Avuc. 27.

Mr. Lowe presented a petition from the Sydney Po-
lice Office Clerks, complaining of the City Council
having teduced their salaries, and praying that they
should be restored to the original amount, and all ar-
rears paid them. . .

The Council then went into Committee on the Cus-
toms Bill.

PBritish TLatracts.
The Spa Fields’ Burial Gzounmdw.w

The repeated complaiuts and representations of the
Committeecof the Inhabitants of Clerkenwell have at
length attracted the atténtion of the Home Secretary to
the existing nuisance and mal-practices that have so
long prevailed in the neighbourhood of Exmouth-street,
Spa-fields. A communication was made by Sir James
Graham, to the Police Commissioner, and Captain
Hay, the Assistant Commissioner, who inspected the
Spa-fields Burial Ground, accompanied by several re-
spectable householders, The stench arising from de-
composed buman bodies was declared by Captain Hay
to be insufferable, and the committee were directed to
forward such information as they could collect, for the
gnidance of Sir James Graham. A meeting of the
Committee took place en Sunday, and the subjoined
examination was taken, and forwarded to the Home
Office. It appears that the manner in which this ex-
traordinary and revolting work of demolition was first
discovered is this:—Reuben Room, a gravedigger at
the burial ground, had a child interred some time since,
and upon his discharge he insisted on removing the
body, asserting that he well-knew after he left that the
coffin would be burat, the body and limbs severed, and
deposited elsewhere. Police Constable Ilenry Webb,
G. 106. and Martin, 144, were called in to prevent
Room opening the grave, upen which he took the of-
ficers to an out-house, where they saw the lids of se-
veral coffins being consumed over a fierce fire, and
p’eces of human flesh (to use the officers’ own words)
‘“ were attached to the coffins the size of their hands.”
The following is a copy of part of the +written deposi-
tions that have beea transmitted to Sir James Gra-
ham :—

“Reuben Room examined: I wasin the emphy of
Mr. F. Green, as gravedigger, in 1837, and continued
in his employ for about six years. Ourmode of work-
ing the ground was not commencing at one end and
working to the other, but digging wherever it was or-
dered, regardless whether the ground was fuil or not;
for instance, to dig a gtave seven feet deep at a parti-
cular spot, I have often disturbed and niutilated seven
or eight bodies; that is, I have severed heads, arns,
and legs, or whatever came inmy way, with a crow-
bar, pickaxe, chopper, and saw. Of the bodies, some
were quite fresh and some decomposed. I have had
as much as one and a half cwt. of human flesh on what
we term the ‘ beef board,’ at the fvot of the grave at
one time. I Liave often put a repe round the neck of a
corpse to drag it out of the coffin, fastening one end of
the rope 1o a tombstone so as to keep the corpse up-
rizht to get at the coffin from underneath, to make room
for the flesh of other bodies. The coffins were taken
away and burnt with pieces of decomposed flesh ad-
hering thereto. I have taken up half-a ton of wood
out of one grave, because [ had to take two tiers of
cotlins, some of which were quite fresh, and we used
to cut them up for struts, used for shoring up graves.
We had as many as 50 or 60 sides of coffins always
in use 10 keep the ground from falling in when dig-
ging. We have buried as many as 45 bodies in one
day, besides still-borns. I and Tom Smith kept an
account one year; we buried 2017 bodies besides still-
borns, which are generally enclosed in deal coffins.
We have taken them up when they have only been in
the ground two days, and used them to light fires with.

I have been up to my knees in human flesh byjum'ping
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on the bodies so0 as to czam them into the least possible
space at the bottom of the graves in which fresh bodies
were afterwards placed. 'We covered over the flesh at
the bottom by a small layer of mould. I have rup-
tured myself in dragging a heavy corpse out of the
coffin. It was a very heavy one. It slipped from my
hold lifting it by the shoulders. It was quite fresh.
‘These occurrences took place every day.

(4]

Odd~Fellowship.
( From the Odd Fellows’ Quarterly Magazine )

WHo wou'pN’T BE AN ‘“ODD FELLOW.”—A few
days since a fishing boat belonging to Aberystwith,
wag driven by stress of weather to Pwillhelli, a sca port
in North Wales, distant 52 miles from the former
place. Having neither meat, drink, nor money on
board, the boat’s crew were at their wits’ end how to
raise the *“ ways and means.”” Luckily, two of them
happened to be * Odd Fellows,” and they immediately
made enquiries whether there was a lodge of that ho-
nourable brotherhood in Pwillhelli; and finding there
was, they made application 1o it. The claim was in-
stantly responded to ; and itis with infinate gratification
we state, that not only the two brother members were
carefully and cordially received, butr the whole boat’s
crew were supported for near.y a week at the Lodge’s
expense, and on their departure money was put inte
their pockets amply sufficient to defray their expenses
home. ‘“ Who woun'ln’t be an Odd Fellow.”— Times.

ErraTuM.—In the first line of the second verse of
¢ Business of Odd-Fellowship,” published in our last
week’s paper, read THRIFT for THEFT.

(]
Parramatta Police.
SATURDAY.

Charles Gibbs, appeared at the suit of one Charlotte
Roughley, to shew cause why he should not support a
diminutive specimen of humanity she held in ler arms,
which called him Papa.

As we do not wish to pander to that depraved tiste
which finds delight in the perusal of such evidedce as
a female is necessarily cons‘rained to give to establish
her case, it is sufficient to state Charlotte ““had loved
too well, but not wisely,”” and that the defendant bav-
ing contrived by means of promising marriage, and by
giving such surety of the event as proclamation in the
Cliurch affords, contrived to make her Mrs. Gibbs, to
fact, though not according to Jaw, but having met with
a widow who had some money, he considered a female
with cash far preferable to one with the incumbrance
of asweet littie chernbim, and accordingly deserted his
vietim.

Mr. Lyons who appeared as the Gallant Knight, ¢,
avenge the wrongs of injured womaxz, stated himself so
convinced of the justness of his suit, that if he did no
establish his case, he would keep the infant himse.f
and cettainly a clearer case never came before a Court
or a more heartless piece of scoundrelism, was never
displayed, than the attempt made by Gibbs, to vilify
the poor girl’s characler, and evade rendering her, now
that the gay Lothario had got married, the only repa-
ration he could,—subsistence for the child.

Being bound to believe that Mr. Lambton, who ap-
peared for the defence, merely acted on the instructions
he received, which led him to pursue the cross-exami-
nation he did, the abhorrent disgust with which the
questions put, were generally regarded, must recoil
from him to the possessor of the filthy mind which dic-
tated them, and formed a verification of the tiite axiom
“tha* man differs more from man than man from
beast.” :

The Court ditected Gibbs to pay 2 maintepance cf
five shillings per week, and £5 for the expenses of the
accouchment, and costs of prosecution.
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