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THE COLONY AND THE COLONIAL OFFICE.

Our readers will bear in mind that, in our article of last week
entitled, Colonial Loyalty, we proved that the knowledge of,
and time devoted to, the affairs of each Colony, is in ap
inverse ratio to the power of influencing its destinies for good
or for evil, The power of the Imperial Parliament, which
stands at the apex of the pyramid, is infinite ; its knowledge
and attention nearly nothing. Lord Stanley’s power is very
large; his knowledge and attention very small Mg Gard-
ner’s power is considerable; his knowledge and attention
inconsiderable. Thus we find every increase of power com-
pensated by a corresponding decrease of knowledge, and every
increase of knowledge by a corresponding decrease of power.
. It has been laid down by every writer on Government, from
Aristotle to Bentham, that, in a ruler, wisdlom and power
should be combined. How can we, then, sufficiently admire
the perverse ingenuity of a system, which not only does not
provide for the combination of these two indispensable ele-
ments, but seems to consider the presence of the one a suffi-
cient reason for the absence of the other. The maxim of the
Colonial Office seems to be,—those who have knowledge must
have no power; those who have power must have no know-
ledge. Sight and bodily strength are useful together, useless
apart. “ Therefore,” says the Colonial Office, “ by all means
separate them : let those who can see be weak ; let those who
are strong be blind.” Thus will the least possible quantity
of service be extracted from the greatest possible quantity of
functionaries. What %onder if the results of this system are
the same as those deseribed in the ancient epigram : that the
blind are obliged to carry the weak ; that the powerful Colo-
nial Secretary is forced to carry on his back an Old Man of
the Sea, in the shape of Mr. Under-Secretary Stephen, whom
no effort can enable him to dispense with. We pointed out,
last week, how the superior knowledge of the lower function-
aries drew after it that power which it never was intended
they should exercise ; how Lord Stanley became the tool of
Mr. Stephen, and Mr. Stephen the tool of Mr. Gardner. We
have still left two points to inguire into: the first is, through
what channel does Mr. Garduer obtain that information about
the Colouy, wherewith he irrigates the brains of his superiors;
the other, what is the true estimate of the position of a Colo-
nial Governor. The information which Mr. Gardner derives
is almost entirely through the Governor, who, during the first
half of his administration, generally lacks the power, and
during the last half the will, to give a faithful representation
of the affairs of the Colony. He has his experience to acquire,
like other men ; but, unlike other men, he is expected to give
the results of that experience before he has acquired it. Thus
he is necessarily led into many errors and misstatements,
which, unless he be a person of a very different order of mind
10 our present ruler, he will never correct or recal, but which,
on the contrary, as often as they are called in question, he will
endeavour to bolster up by other misstatements and fallacies,
till at last he forms a system false in its data, and ruinous in
its conclusions, to which he is irrevocably committed, and
which he feels bound to support with all the obstinacy and
ingenuity he is possessed of. This furnishes, we believe, the
true reason of the perverse wrongheadedness of our rulers.

They are called upon to write before they have thought, and
to state conclusions before they have acquired premises.

These groundless conclusions, vanity and self-interest forbid .

them to abandon, and thus they become, not means of inform-
ing, but of misleading, the Colonial Office. The object of a

Governor is not so much to say that which is true, as that |

which is agreeable to the Office and creditable to himself.
He is a party interested. All discontent and miscarriages
will be sedulously extenuated ; all successes and compliments
as sedulously magnified. His friends will be extravagantly
praised ; his enemies unreasonably blamed. The power of
libelling without publicity and without contradiction, will be
unsparingly exercised ; and thus most irreparable injury done
to public men and public bodies, by presenting, precisely in
that quarter where they are calculated to do most mischief,
statements which their author dare not make before those who
have the power of contradicting them. We have not forgotten
that, when the Governor laid on the table of the Legislative
Council those infamous dispatches to which Mr. Stephen or
Mr. Gardner, we know and care not which, bad done Lord
Stanley the irreparable injury of attaching his name, His
Excellency shrunk from producing his own dispatches in full,
but only gave the Council a garbled extract, carefully omitting
several parts to which Mr. Gardner’s dispatches referred, and
upon which they profess to be founded. Such is the infor-
mation—we were going to say,. the sole information—upon
which the Colonial Office’ acts ; but we remember that it is
competent to the Colonists to transmit complaints to England
throngh the medium of the Governor. He can assail them
without the possibility of explanation; tkey can only attack
him in a way which enables him to extract the sting from the
accusation at the same moment as it is preferred. Thusis
Mr. Gardeer’s mind (for why should we keep up the humbug
of speaking of Lord Stanley) open to the Governor, and her-
metically sealed to all the world beside; or thus, in other
words, are all channels of information, except the most ques-
tionable and least trustworthy, completely shut out from the
Colonial Office. What wonder that such elements, filtered
throngh Mr. Gardner, should form a noxious compound in
the mind of Mr. Stephes, and be sublimated into rank poison
by the time they reach Lord Stanley?

We have next to enquire, what is the position of a Colonial
Governor under this system. The answer is, we regret to
state, plain and obvious—one of the meanest imaginable.
Were the British Colonies really governed by the Colonial
Minister, and were that minister really responsible to Parlia~
ment, the Governor’s position would pretty nearly resemble
that of any other unparliamentary secretary, with this differ-
ence, that his remote position implies a greater confidence,
and the absence from the Colony of any official of higher
rank causes him to be surrounded with a parade, and treated
with a ceremonious respect, to which his masters, whether
clerks, secretaries, or ministers, are utterly strangers. Stripping
him, however, of this gaudy and adventitious plumage, what
is he but the deputy of an obscure and irresponsible clerk?
Between him and the minister, to whom he is theoretically
responsible, a great gulph is fixed; the offices, namely, of
Messts. Gardner and Stephen, which the paper wings of his
dispatches have seldom buoyancy enough to fly over. To
these functionaries, or rather to the lower of the two, he must
account for his measures; his orders he must obey, his
crotchets he must carry out; at his frown he must tremble, at
his smile he must rejoice. There may have been men who
from intrinsic magnanimity, from independent fortune or par-
liamentary interest, have risen above these miserable in-
fluences, but our Governor is none of these, He looks forward
to obtaining another government, and to that end he must
conciliate the good will of Mr. Gardner. Let those, then,
who will, bestow upon a functionary so situated that loyalty
which they owe to their sovereign; we have learnt to be more
chary of our veneration, and when we want a golden image
before which to fall down and worship, we shall not seek it
among the depositaries of trebly delegated authority.

RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT FOR NEW SOUTH WALES
Miserum esset, si h®c ipsa ratio, quo utimur Dei munere, non

multo plura ad homines liberandos et, quantum natura fert,

inter se wqmdgs, quam agn gﬁ;imzxﬁ:; :: sub unius impe-

tio male perpendos, argu?a:L'roN.pqufm. 2ro Pop. Angl.
IN the list of General Grievances adopted by the Legislative
Council, there is no point which has been more contemptu-
ously treated by the Head of the Local Executive, more
cordially denounced by the alarmed selfishness of the Treasu-
1y Bench, or more loudly clamoured against by the men of
moderate principles,” than that passage in which & request is
made for Responsible Government in the sense in which it i
understood in England.

Now in spite of the noise raised by a very few silly fellows
like our Camden friend, whose misconception springs from
timid imbecility, we are convinced that the good sensé of
the public will have acknowledged that the request for some
control over the Acts of the Local Government is neither
unconstitutional, nor unreasonable, nor unfair; and this alle-
gation we shall endeavour to prove by establishing the follow-
ing propositions :—

1. That every free British subject, resident in the United
Kingdom, and possessing the elective franchise, can exercise 4
direct influence in the métter of his own Government.

2. That this direct influence remains, as a matter of right,
in the person of himself, or his issue when resident in any
plantation within the British dominions.

3. That there is nothing in the present condition of the
Colony of New South Wales which ought, in a constitutional
point of view, to annul or suspend the exercise of such in-
herent privilege of influence over Government.

4. That the exercise of such influence, nevertheless, has
been, and still is, virtnally suspended in this Colory.

5. That, consequently, it is to be required that the Govern-
ment should be subjected, in so far as the customary and
constitutional practice in England extends, to the influence of
the people as exercised through their Representatives.

1. The first position for which we contend, namely, that
the people of England do exercise a direct influence in the
matter of their own Government, need not detain us long, for
it must be admitted as a fact. The constitutional history of
England, more especially during the last 250 years, is litfle
else than the history of the struggle of the people to ac-
quire and maintain a control over the various administrations
which have governed them in the Royal name, and, in a
greater or less degree, under the personal interference of the
Sovereign. We allude not now to the various desultory efforts
made to wrest from the Plantagenet and Tudor princes a
portion of the power which they irresponsibly wielded. For,
in effect, the result of these efforts was little more than to
transfer state influence from the hands of royalty to the grasp
of a selfish oligarchy of Barons. But it may with great pre-
cision be affirmed that the popular movement towards that
liberty, nay that positive control of Government, which in
this our generation we claim as a birthright, was commenced
during the reign of the first Stuart. Then it was, that the
mind of man, so long depressed by subjection, began to feel
its active powers. The spirit of inquiry shook off those in-
cumbrances which bad hitherto retarded its flight and fixed it
to the earth. The strange and convulsed periods of Charles I.
and of Cromwell, the momentous struggle which ended withk
the abolition of the Stuarts and the establishment of the
house of Orange, and, in particular, the political retrospect of
the reign of William, present to us, as observers of the march
of popular freedom, one all-pervading and memorable result.
These revolutions would scarcely merit the inquiry of posterity
had they not established, on the given basis of constitutional
law, the fact of the ultimate appeal lying with the People:
Exalted high above the ephemeral conflicts of party and the
fary of fanaticism, we of the present day may perceive an
etemnal principle which, under similar circumstances, might
produce similar effects, namely, that the voice of the people,
when constitutionally raised, has been before, and ever will be,
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PrepoMINANT. Perpetually thankful should the British race
in all successive generations be, to that hardy band of philoso-
phers and statesmen who Jaid the cternal foundations of so
vast a truth, Around the memory of these * fathers of their
country,” Harrington and Sidney, Milton and Locke, Pym
and Hampden, Elict and Vane, an undying glory smiles.
They are those who warred with time and grappled with pre-
judice, who gained the mastery over custom and rolled the
stone from off the tomb of buried’ liberty; who framed and
enunciated opinions which it has been beyond the reach of
superstition to destroy, or of power to recal.

It is write to express, but necessary to bear in mind, the mode
in which in more modern days the people of England exer-
cise this inherent privilege purchased for them by the struggles
of departed patriots, It ha¢ not heen thought necessary
during the last century to keep in full force all the provisions
of the Act of Settlement of William I1L., and more particu-
larly that clause whereby it is enacted, that “no person who
has an office, or place of profit under the King, or receives a
pension from the Crown, shall be capable of serving as a
member of the House of Commons,” or even the clause which
asserted the responsibility of the Privy Council, by requiring
that every resolution of that Council should be recorded an
signed by the Councillors present. It has been thought suffi-
cient to adbere to the practice which has now acquired the
fixity of custom, and which, perhaps most conveniently asserts
the paramount power of the Representatives of the people.
‘We of course allude to the custom of the Ministry resigning
office, whenever, upon any matter of public interest, they fail
to obtain a majority of votes. Such being the custom, the
real power may directly be said to vest in the people them-
selves. as they choose the members who permit that minority
only, to be near the Royal person, which is agreeable to the
Commons. And this control would doubtless be more im-
mediate and efficient if the Triennial Act of William 111, had
(which it ought to have) the force of law.

2. Such tien being the undoubted right of every British
subject having the elective franchise,"and resident in the
United Kingdom, a right of personal control over the Go-
vernment, it is pext to be shown that this right is inherent in
himself and his issue in any and every portion of the British
dominions. Now we cannot conceive the possibility of any
rational person seriously disputing this. To assert that the
rights of civil liberty, or any of them are connected with
questions of locality or geographical limit is to transgress one
of the fundamental Jaws of buman reason ; forit is to confound
in the same category, things physical and metaphysical, to
make a mental privilege subservient to a bodily residence.
To attempt to bind by rock, and to circumscribe by seas, the
virtue and efficacy of a British subject’s political immunities,
is a thought worthy only of the darkest days of capricious
tyranny. And accordingly the law, in this instance if in no
other the * perfection of reason,” has explicitly declared, that
a Briton, no matter in what part of the Empire he mayreside,
carries with him in his own person, the constitutional rights
which lawfully appertain to him. As in ancient times a man
might reside a thousand miles from the imperial city and still
enjoy all the prerogatives of a Roman citizen, so does an En-
glishman, though migrating to India, Canada, or Australia,
Dear with him individually the results of birthright.

Ccelum non leges mutat, qui trans mare carrit.

3. But is there anything in the peculiar constitution of this
Colony, that should bar the recognition of these rights of Self-
Government which we inherit from our British ancestors,and
which we have carried with us in our persons to this extremity
of the globe, or which, as the children of immigrants to this
soil we receive from our fathers? Is it because we reside, or
because our parentsbave chosen toreside in New South Wales,
that our liberties are to be abridged, and that we are to be for
ever denied any voice in the administration of our internal
affairs? We emphatically assert that such an abrogation of
rights is equally illegal and impolitic, and that there is not a
shadow of reason whereon such a wholesale edict of depriva-
tion can be based. For how stands the case which thousands
of our fellow-colonists do most earnestly and rightfully com-
plain of? Here is a Colony, purely of British origin, and
which has never ceased to be an integral part of the Empire
of Great Britain. For a long period of time past, emigration
from England to these shores has been expressly encouraged
by the Home Government, and, in consequence, a. very large
majority of the colonists consists of free British subjects who
have, with the knowleze and consent of the Crown, transferred
their residence from some part of the United Kingdom to
some part of the territory of New South Wales. Shall it be
said that these persons lose their rights of Self-Government
by the circumstance of passing over the sea? Are they to be
governed irresponsibly and despotically because they choose to
reside in a part of the British dominions which is not En-
gland? Minimé gentivm!

But it will be said that we live here in a convict Colony,
and that this penal peculiarity places it without the pale of
English national rights. It will be averred that hence arises
an argument ex necessitale ret, which is fatal, as far as this
territory is concerned, to the recognition of British privileges.
It seems sufficient, in reply to these superficial cavillers, to
request them to remember that certain political rights are
under no circumstances separable from free members of the

. body politic, and that, if this community were carefully classi-
fied, a very small minority would, with justice, come under the
rule of political deprivation. Beariug this in mind, it may
truly be complained, not only that a large number of free

ns who have emigrated hither, are debarred from that
greatest bulwark of freedom, a control over their local Govern-
moent, but that this right is denied to all of the many indi-
viduals duly qualified in other ways, who have passed through
the period of probation legally allotted to them as a punish-
ment for crime; and who, that punishment having been en-
dured, revert to their original position in the eye of the law,
and have as great a claim to all British privileges of birthright
as the strictly free inhabitants of the Colony. We deny that
there is any force in the objection that this has been a penal
settlement. For if the Imperial authorities had wished to
exclude all claim for British rights, they should have strictly
kept it as a large prison ; they shonld have maintained itasa
residence merely for persons actually suffering the seatence of
the law ; they shouldp bave refrained from throwing it open as
2 receptacle and a home for free emigration ; they should

have avoided laying it out as ome of those nussery grounds o
the earth, where the British language, religion, laws, rights
and immunities might take root, and flourish to the end of
time. Already the penality of New South Wales has become
a tradition. Let our English Parliament cease to be frightened
at the bug-bear of the past, and at once concede those liber-
ties which, in spite of defamation, it may be said that we
have too much intelligence, too much thoughtfulness, and too
much morality to abuse, but which we have'too much British
independence and spirit ever to cease-asking for, until the
boon is granted. ’ x

4. For the fact is undeniable, not merely that the Colonists
of New South Wales are debarred from the exercise of that
control over thieir Government which is possessed by their
countrymen elsewhere, but that they are in truth governed, as
respects all their internal affairs, by authorities resident at the
Antipodes, and who act, with regard to this community,
through the medium of an overseer, whom the governed are

| compelled to pay, and whofas far at least as the present

holder of that office is concerned, is the obsequious instrument
of that particular clerk in the Downing-street office who has
charge of the Australian Colonies, and who has the use of
Lord Stanley’s signature just in the same manner as a mer-
chant in his connting-house uses 2 brass stamp to seal his
letters with.

This part of the case is well stated in the Grievance Report
(page 8)." :

The utter state of pupilage in which the Governors of our
Colonies generally are now held, by that necessity for constant
reference to Downing-street, which is imposed on them by their
instructions ; and the public inconveniences and mischiefs that
accrue to the Colonies in general, from the distrust thus evinced
on the part of the Home authorities of the ability or inclination of
Governors to use that local knowledge which they possess, or
acquire with due judgment and discretion, if attended with prac-
tical and serious evils in Colonies at the other side of the Atlantic,
cannot but operate with aggravated injury in a community situated
as we are, at the distance of half the circumference of the globe
from this seat of imperial reference and power.

Nor is it the least evil of this system, that itrenders the term
¢« Governor ” a practical misnomer, and constitutes him who ought,
in fact, as well as in name, to be the Queen’s representative, fully
armed with all the powers delegated to him by the Royal Com-
mission, s mere suhordinate officer; and what is worse, as far as
the moral influence of his station goes, 2 mere imperial officer,
possessing on the one hand, in reality, little or no discretion inthe
wide range of administrative powers from their inability to separate
those measures which are of his origination from those which are
not, accountable, on the other hand, for the whole of the mis-
chievious policy of which he is the apparent author.

To suppose then, under such circumstances as these, that
the representives of the people possess the smallest amount of
real power, is manifestly to adopt a perfect fallacy., The ex-
clusive management of the internal affairs of the Colony by
an Executive irresponsible to the governed as repects its local
head and officers, whose salaries are permanently secured by
an exorbitant civil list, deprives the people of the smallest
shadow of true freedom, robs us of our peculiar rights, stamps
us as the victims of a heartless despotism, and proclaims an
experimental ¢ Constitution” to be “a delusion, 2 mockery,
and a snare.”

5. What then, and are these things so? Is the privilege of
control over those who govern us a sacred and inalienable
birthright? Do we carry with us this right into every Colony
of the Empire wherein we choose to fix our abodes? Isthe
spirit of Anglo-Saxon freedom unchanged b{ our voyage across
the Pacificand the Atlantic? Do we feel that there is nothing
in the condition of New South Wales which should abridge
or invalidate our customary claims? And yet are not these
rights abrogated, stifled, and held up toscomn? And shall
we not agitate? Shall we be restrained from knocking per-
severingly at the door, by reason of the frowns of arbitra
power, the alarmed hostility of placemen, and the pulings of
“ men of moderate opinions,” dupes of theirown stupid conceit
and mental imbecility? No doubtit will be said that the end we
seek is distant and precarious of attainment. Truly, the task is
arduous. Indeed when we recollect the tedious and multiplied
difficulties which have always attended the accomplishment
of a great purpose, the chaotic mixture of the social elements
in this Colony, acting by opposite efficacies; when we consider
the animosities of individuals in whose breast a vindictive
remembrance still rankles, when we think of the pecuniary
distresses of the times which tend to disunite the bands of
public confidence ; above all, when we contemplate the often-
proved aversion of this community to all political enterprizes,
the “ deadly mildew” of a circumspect and qualifying despot-
ism; when we estimate the influence of an established go-
vernment, and that pernicious waywardness so epidemical in
all colonies and countries among the sons of men, by which
they are led to defend the very authority that oppresses them,
and to become the active instruments ofy their own servitude ;
when we meditate upon all these things, we cannot but at
times admit a fear lest we fail in gaining those privileges
which are the proper right of every Briton, which are the
vigorous growth of the better part of our nature, which are
in%?erent and inalienable, and to the exercise of which a free
man’s conscience tells him that he is born no less than to the
exercise of his moral and intellectual powers.

But our battle is a strong one. The.cause is good, nor is it
without champious to set forward positive rights by honest and
powerful exertions. The men who wage this warfare on
behalf of the Colony are not likely to give way before the
peremptory insolence of a tyrant, nor yet to be outwitted by
the insidious manceuvres of ministerial legerdemain. Far less
will they pause at the outcry of waiters upon court favour,
the weak and silly fools who are entranced by the cuckoo
note of “ moderate opinion,” a set of beings who are the ever-
ready tools of arbitrary workmen, a class of persons easily
duped, patient of domination, solicitous of contamely, zealous
in the proportion in which they are scrutinized, and whom
nature hath not condescended to qualify for the luxury of in-
dependence.

n the progress of our struggle for Responsible Government
it is not to be doubted that all who in this whole community
are animated by feelings of real patriotism will be brought
publicly forth by the force of circumstances, and afford us
the opportunity of estimating characters in whose contempla-
tion enthusiasm will be a virtue. Although we repel the

s ol analennfoeen ceacel

charge of optilnisi, W& mever iheless feel assured that it wiil
be our lot, during the agitation for the abolition of these
General Grievances, 1o observe no scanty band of our fel-
low-colonists disdaining the control of circumstance, and, in
despite of every obstacle, summoning the whole force of their

collected facnlties to mronacate and encourace the celestial

e ropagate and encourage the celestial
spirit of freedom.

They will feel with us, that every man of true British
descent should insist upon the recognition of liberties inherent
in himself and his offspring, While such shall be the senti-
ments of the wise and good, no zealot in the cause of worse
than oriental servitude, no arrogant and contumelious engross-
er of delegated power, no crier of peace when there is no
peace; no fool of “moderation ” shall look forward to our long
continuance in political thraldom. It will remain for such
men only to speculate upon the glorious doctrive of passive
obedience, and to feast their imaginations alone on the enrap-
turing tenets of non-resistence. The only passive obedience
which shall then be known to us, is that which we pay to our

country’s laws. Wherefore? “Legum tdcirco servi swmus ut
possimus esse liberi.”

BARNEY'S ANTICS.

MorT1o AND AIR.—The Groves of Blarney

On! Colonel Barney is like Kate Kearney,
That by Killarney once did dwell;

His glance is fatal ard will easily bate all
‘Warner’s range and invisible shell ;

His fortification is our ruination,
But our natoral innimies like it well.

Oh! Colonel Barney’s a smart Attarney,
For Joiaville or Du Petit Towrs,

Aand Commodore Bruat, if be only knew it,

_ Wouldn® he walk into a harbour like ours?

Bot Gipps’s ciose peeling has Ieft nothing worth stealing,
And so we are safe from the buccaneéering powers.

He is 50 lanient, he’s left couvanient
The entrance, like an open gale;

The heads make a triangle, which the foe might mangle,
But they alone are left in the natoral state.

The Pigs and Sow, too, can’t ray bow-wow to
The laste little sloop of an innimie’s flaate.

The Istand of Pinchgut he’s inch from inch cut,
And powdered it into the say so salt,

So that without flattery it can’t stand a battery,
Nor even endure a common assaalt ;

And poor onld Garden would not be worth a farden
If bis friend the Governor bad not made him lalt.

As for poor Cockatoo, he’s worked hard to knock it to
The strame, where the navigable steamers sdil ;
For the hicad of Bradley he’s not done so badly—
If France would promise nut to take it by the tail.
Anc uot to seek shelter, when the batteries pelt her,
Nor make Clarke’s [slana for her ships give bail!

He’s cut a tannel—sach an illigant fanoel
For carrying dnst into people’s throats ;

He’s worked like a Milo to make a siloe
For corn, in the nasty litile isle of Goats.

And Sydney Cove in he’s ACTUALLY hove in
Thirtecen thousand of our one pound notes !

Bad luck to ould Barney, and may his present jarney
Be like the long lane where no turning we see ;

He's laid a heavy tax on the rocks of Port Jackson,
Bat we'll levy no tax to pay such as ke,

And if his EXCELLENCY's to pay his friend’s expenses,
He'd better put him in schedule “ G.”

THE STATE OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE.

In a vecent number of this journal, we briefly adverted to the
returns relating to the Revenue which have been just pub-
lished in the Government Gazette, and called the attention of
the Colonists to the serious falling off, as compared with the
previcus year, which they exhibited. The total income for
1844, including receipts of all descriptions, amounted to
£249,057, (showing a decrease of upwards of 153 per cent.
bélow the income of 1843); and when we remember that the
estimated expenditure of the Colonial Government was cal-
culated at no less a sum than £266,875 2s., it will be allowed
that an examination and exposure of the probable expedients
which must be attempted by the Government to maintain its
various departments, and defray its extravagaot expenditure,
will afford the Colonists the best instruction in respect to the
manner in which they are taxed, and the sagest lessons to
those legislators who are entrusted.with the charge cf the
people’s money.

Whilst deeply lamenting the sufferings inflicted by that
revolution whereby the Colony was plunged from the height
of commercial prosperity and confidence to the extreme of
depression, we always felt perfect reliance on the elasticity of
the industry of the Colonists; and this reliance was grounded
on the obvious fact, that the evils did not arise from over-
production at home; for the English export markets were
rather insufficiently supplied than encumbered with our staple
produce. - Our predictions have been fully realized, and the
rapidly increasing demand for our wools bas operated in pro-
ducing an adjustment whieh must soon restore to full activity
the prosperity of all our great wool-growing districts. Tle
state of the Public Revenue can therefore be discussed with-
out any very oppressive fears in regard to its present unfavor-
able aspect.

The consideration of a falling revenue is usually accom-
panied by calculations of consequent taxes laid on industry,
restrictions imposed on commerce, and other expedients for
replenishing the exhausted exchequer; but such calculations
ought not to be encouraged by the Legislature of New South
Wales until the principle of RETRENCHMENT has been firmly
established in every J’epartment of the public service. Re-
membering the promises of ecomomy so pompously set forth
and vaunted on the occasion of the Governor's presentation of
his first financial minute to the Council—promises glaringly
violated or forgotten—the recently published Abstract of the
Revenue urges the Colonists to fully consider all His Excel-
lency has done, all he has promised, and all he has prevented
or neglected—urges them to try his administration by the
severe test his financial budget enables them to apply, and
to inquire how far practices and professions accord ; how far
expectations have been realized, and the Colony improved.
The abstract of the estimated expenditure for 1845 is the best
proof of the economy of Sir George Gipps. It was calcu-
lated, as we have just said, at £266,875 2., and that in spite
of an absolute deficiency in the Revenue of £45,165, and
with every prospect of an increased deficiency in the next



